New advances in drug discovery.
The conference covered the most exciting recent advances in industry and academia in areas related to drug discovery and development. Topics included candidates currently in clinical development, new technologies aimed at facilitating the drug discovery process and potential new targets. Targets in clinical development included inhibitors of lipoprotein-associated phospholipase A2 for atherosclerosis, IL-1beta converting enzyme inhibitors for inflammatory disorders and a novel proteasome inhibitor for cancer therapy. New technologies covered a novel system for screening ion channel function, various applications for RNA interference, different imaging modalities, as well as mRNA microarrays to facilitate toxicological assessment. New targets included the ATP-binding cassette family of transporters and the recently elucidated sulfation pathways.